* Reproach of the Croſs. 


BEING THE 


SUBSTANCE 


OF A 


eos RS E 


DELIVERED AT 


Wen ane in the County of ANTRIM, 
in IRELAND, 


In the Ys AR 1754. 6 
WG 7, 4 
= 


By 10 HN CEN NI C k. 
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VE TATTOO ee 


HEB. xiii. 13. 


&« Let us go forth therefore unto him without the. 
camp, bearing his reproach.” 


WHT is in, vain to hope to become true 
* I chriſtians, and eſcape the ſhame of the 
DOK 


croſs of Jeſus, 


The whole doctrine of the Son of God's incarna- 
tion and death, when ſet forth in ſimplicity and 
plainneſs, and not preached with wiſdom of words, 
has been always eſteemed fooliſhneſs, and the be- 
lievers of the goſpel, and ſincere profeſſors of true 
chriſtianity, haye continually been accounted fools z 
and the more zealouſly they have eonfefſed Jeſus 
Chriſt for their God, and the more firmly they have 
been attached to his merits alone, the more the 
world have condemned and deſpiſed them, the more 
they. have been made, as it were, gazing-ſtocks to 
men and angels, perſecuted, reviled, rejected and 
reproached; and if pitied by any, it has been be- 
cauſe (as they think) much religion has made 
them mad.“ N 


Whoever therefore unfeignedly deſires to be 4 
chriſtian indeed, muſt ſet his face as a flint 
againft all oppoſition, and reſolves to deny himſelf, 

SERM, IV, I 2 leave 


i. 


[4] | 
leave all he has, and take up his- croſs daily, and 
follow Jeſus through a gainſaying and perverſe - 
generation, | | X We 


There is no palliating the matter, or ſeeking to 
reconcile men of the world to our religion, with- 
out danger, as long as they are unenlightened from 
above, and ſtay in the courfe of fleſh and blood, 
judging and weighing things according to rules of 
common ſenſe and reaſon alone, and not according 
to the ſcriptures z they cannot be pleaſed with our 
manner of acting, our lives muſt ſeem madneſs to 
them, and our principles fooliſhneſs. Our faith 
muſt be exploded” by all, and our practice con- 
demned by all. i 4 


The many attempts made by great and learned 
men to make the religion of Chriſt coinſide with 
the meaſures and minds of men, have been fruitleſs 
it cannot be effected. The world, with all its cuſ- 
"toms, pomp, glory and pleaſures, are at enmit 
with the King of ſaints; the ſpirit of the world is 
the enemy of him and our happineſs; therefore it 
is ſo often repeated in the goſpel, that whoſo will 
be a lover of the world, or the things of the world, 
is an enemy of God, and therefore Jeſus, when 
he makes men his diſciples, calls them out of the 
world, teaches them, that neither himfelf nor his 
doctrine were of the world, wherefore the world 
hated them, He warns every where his people to 
teave all and follow him; to come out from among 
them, i. e. the world, and be ſeparate, and not 
partake with their fins, that they might not partake 
of their plagues. 


Fhoſe 


Fe FF. 
+. Thofe are mipiſters of Laodieea who have a ſhew 


of piety and keep in with the world; and as long 


as they can pleaſe men they cannot be the ſervants 
of Chr iſt, | 


, 


How ſtupid are ſuch who profeſs to believe in 


the Son of man, and who conform to the world ? 
Or who would endeavour ſo to dreſs up. the doce- 


trine of our Lord and Maſter, or ſo. ſpeak of his 


perſon as to ſhun the infamy of being his diſ- 
Cciples? | 


The world cannot love the doctrine of the Lord 
Chriſt, Senſual and carnal men cannot value the 
redemption : Lovers of pleaſure, and covetous per- 
ſons, cannot like the life of a chriſtian ; nor can 
wiſe men, and ſuch as will be governed by phi- 
Joſophical principles, ever approve of our Ways 
They will conſtantly find fault with us, blame 
us as weak and inconſiderate men. They will 
wonder why we act and believe ſo unreaſonably; 
while the careleſs will condemn us altogether. 
The bigotted in every ſect deem us heretics ; our 
friends wonder why we riſque thus our honour, 
name, character, and fortune; and all forts will 
pour on us, from every ſide, calumnies, revilings, 
and charges innumerable; nor can we, by any 
means, ſatisfy them, or reconcile them to us, un- 
+ leſs we even reſolve to ſtay in the world with them, 

and ſuffer religion to lead us na farther than to 
put on the form of chriſtianity, be ſober, moral 


and moderate people, without being Chriſt's diſ- 


Eiples indeed, 


Since 


- 
* 


— — 


1. 
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Since then it is thus, fince our Lord and Maſter 
has aſſured us it would be ſo, and ſince experience 
teacheth us daily the truth of his words, what ſhafl 
fincere fouls do? Why, for Jeſus Chriſt's fake, 
that they may pleaſe him, and for their own ſakes, 
that they may be ſaved, let them take his advice who 
is the Counſellor; let them eſcape for their lives, riſe 


up, and at the loſs of all things follow him. Let 


them go out of the camp after him, bearing his 
reproach;“ and remember, that whoſo loves fa- 
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or fields, or 
eſtates, or any thing elſe more than him, is not 
worthy of him. | 0 


Wherever we find honeſt men, or women, or 
children, who unfeignedly ſeek ſalvation, it will 
not be hard to perſuade them to leave all for his 
Time's ſake, and to count the beſt riches and great- 
eſt honours, the moſt deſirable pleaſures, and plen- 
tifulleſt fortunes and enjoyments, but droſs and 
dung that they may win Chriſt and be found in 
him. They can eaſily be brought to think, what 
ſhall it profit me if J gain the whole world and loſe 
my own ſoul! 


If they are in earnef to fecure the love of Chrift, 
and to gain the incorruptible crown, no perſe- 
cution, or flander, or ſhame, or friends, or ene- 
mies, will be able to turn them back from pur- 
ſuing their high aim; they can be content to be 
reduced even to beggary itſelf, and ſmile to become 
like their dear Forerunner, the. ſcorn of men, 
and the outcaſt of the people. They can hear 


the blaſphemy of the multitude, the ſongs which 


runkards 


„ 

arunkards make on them, and nat de turned 
back. They can hear gpprobious and cruel lan- 
uage from their once deareſt friends, endute 
ripes and blows couragiouſly, and without an- 
ſwering a word, and part with the beſt of fathers, 
the tendereſt of mothers, and the moſt affectionate 
relations with dry eyes; nor be entreated to 
look back to "08 9 have left in the hatu) 
world. | 


The general ceived opinion of many is, that 
now in a chriſtian country, we need no more to 
be thus reſolute ; that we may enjoy the world, and 
be not bad chriſtians ; ; that there is no neceſſity of 
laying aſide the pomp and faſhions of the cities, or 
forbear the lawful recreations of the times, that we. 

y.keep our friends and our religion tos; and 
erefore the common manner of preach ipg, and 


what is almoſt univerſally approved of is, Do - 


thyſelf no harm; be not righteous over-much, 


where fore ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy N '” And chus 


are many ſatisfied in a ſtate of denne to the us 


degree Anmut % 


The world is the ſame as formerly, and no 
more now, than in our Saviour's time, can men 
be his true diſciples, who are not perlecuted by the 
world, and counted the offscouring of all things. 


The faithful miniſters will be ſtill reckoned bab- 
blers, deceivers, and men of unfair views, and 


every private chriſtian will be partaker in bearing 


the ſcandal of the craſs and ſhare the ſame of his 


Lor d. 


Whoſo values his name, bis riches, his aa 
ſeſſions below, will riſque loſing his part in a 
kingdom 
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om abov ;' and whoſd is determined to keep 
in with the world, muſt not be ſurpriſed if heſhall 
wail with the kindreds of the earth! in the great mY | 
. judgment. * ' 


Come, then, all ye Who we the Lotd Me, 0 or 
wiſh to be among his people, behold the Captain of 
* ſalvation, and valiantly tread in his foot- ſteps. 

e has been made perfect through ſufferings, and 
is now entered into his reſt; be of good cheer, and 


ie 


80 aſter him. Pe 


| He bas wunde himifelf of no Fepatatbols; to was 
from everlaſting God; and who only is the Moſt 
High in the glory of God the Father. Let us then 
not think a moment on our on good name, but be 
content to have it ſtink in the earth, and caſt out, 
if only we can but have it written in e e 


N of life | 
11 a bing," d an emperor, mould loop to be A dog's 


r or ſlave, alas, where is the great humiliation ?- 
or if an angel ſhould condeſcend to become a 
man, and be on a level with the pooreſt mortal 
under heaven, what is it compared with the hu- 
miliation of God our Saviour? He who thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God, and was in 
the form and nature of God from all eternity; 

e who created every thing viſible and inviſible, 
and is, and was, and is to come, Jehovah, God 
over all, blefſed for ever, the ſame with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; he who made and upholds. 
all things, was meaner and lower than any man, 
aud his form was that of a ſervant, in which he 
was yet more humble, and 1 face, E 

| FP: 4 . ame 
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(9 
ſhame and ſpittle. He was counted a vagrant, 
a baſe-born child, unlearned, a blaſphemer, a ſe- 
ditious perſon; a murderer was preferred before 
him, and no felon on a gibbet, no ſacrilegious, 
wretch broke on the rack, no gallows-bird 
condemned to die for rebellion, robbery and 
murder, was more infamous, or more abhorred 
than him. O who can eſteem his reputation, 
when he views the Lord his God ſo diſgraced and 
ſtripped of glory and majeſty! Who can value 
his family, his pedigree, his learning, his eſ- 
tate, his gifts or glorious endowments, who lifts 


his eyes to the croſs, or comes in faith to mount 
Calvary? | | 


My dear brethren, we muſt not think to be great 
or wiſe, or admired in the eyes of the world; 
we are the poor deſpiſed followers of a man, who 
was accurſed by his own people, the Jews; we 
are the diſciples of a Lord, who had no where to 
lay his head; we are ſcholars of a maſter, whoſe 
life was taken from the earth in the worſt pain and 
moſt ſhameful manner that men or devils could 
invent ;. we are the people and inheritance of that 
God, whom now thouſands of thoſe called by his 
name, are aſhamed to confeſs ; our glory, is his 
croſs and ſufferings z our only ſtrength, is his 
weakneſs and diftreſs; our boaſt, of his blood 
and wounds, and our only hope, his mcritorious 
cries and groans, his bloody ſweat and obedience 
to the death of the croſs, | 


We are the fooliſh people who will know of no 
God but in him; we worſhip the Lamb that was 
lain, and believe unfeignedly that he who was 

SAM. IV K crucified 


10 J 
crucified is the N One in heaven, or earth, or 
under the earth, who can give us eternal life. 


We credit his words, let them appear reaſonable, 
or ſurpaſs reaſon as far as heaven ſurpaſſes the 
earth. His words are more to us than thouſands 
of gold or filver, We are pilgrims, that are bound 
for the country to which he is gone, and will ne- 
ver fit down, or count ourſelves at home, till we 
are where he is. We afk no other glory, ſeek no 
other honour, beg for no greater mercy to al] 
eternity, than only to be with him. Hence it is, 
that we are ſo afraid of diſpleaſing him, or yield- 
ing contrary to his loving warning, to the flat- 
teries of a falſe blind world, wherein he is not be- 
loved, and where ſatan's ſeat is. Hence it was that 
Moſes refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's 
daughter, chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
kn for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproaches of 
Chriſt, greater riches than all the treaſures of 
Egypt. So we are ſatisfied to be ſhunned and hated 
every where, and carry our lives as it were, in 
| our hands, are ready every day to die for his ſake, 
| rather than not be his children indeed, 


Thoſe apright fouls, thoſe whom the holy 
ſcriptures frequently call perfect men, are a ſort 
of living martyrs for his ſake, and that they may 
pleaſe him, and be in body and ſoul acceptable 
to him; and this not [only] in reſpe& of their 
ſuffering outwardly through friends or foes on 

his account, but in reſpect of the crucifying the 

old man with his luſts; every impure inclination 

every wiſh or delire, however natural, as N 
| c 
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1 
call it, which is not er in his eyes, is not 
ſpared, but nailed with his body to the tree! If 
a darling pleaſure, a beloved and cheriſhed luſt 


ſtir or lurk within, though it would be as eaſy to 


tear out one of our eyes, or chop off our right 
hand, [it] is brought without mercy, and denied 
and killed before him; and the laſt day will make 
it appear how truly chaſte, how faithful and clean 
they, who love Jeſus in ſincerity, whether mar- 
ried or unmarried, have walked in his preſence in 
the world, 


But the more true and faithful in this and other 
reſpects a chriſtian is, the more ſatan will war 
with him, and ſtir up all he can to oppoſe him. His 
faith, his actiens, his every word will be con- 
demned and blamed, and there is no better way for 
him than to be heedleſs of all theſe things, and 
behave juſt ſo, as if he was going out of the gates 
of Jeruſalem after his deſpiſed and ſuffering Lord, 
or as. a wayfaring man, who paſſes through a 
ſtrange country or town, hiſſed at and ridiculed 
by the inhabitants; his comfort muſt be, that he 
does not belong to the place, that he is here on] 
as a foreigner, and will ſoon ſee his own land, be 
in his own continuing city, ſtand on his own 
ground, arrive upon his own ſhore, reſt with his 
own dear tellow-pilgrims, the ſaints and martyrs 
of Jeſus, who have gone before him through much 
tribulation, and are now got to the end of their 
trials, whoſe ſufferings are over, whoſe bonds 
and impriſonments, whoſe ſhame and reproach is 
ceaſed ; and what is ſtill beſt of all, he ſhall be with 
his own' God and Saviour, and be embraced b 
him, and honoured in preſence of all thoſe who fit 


2 | at 
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at meat with him. This, this ſhall be the happy 
finiſhing of their courſe, who have followed Jeſus 
in the regeneration, and continued with him in his 
temptations and ſhame, | 


My dear friends, and you who are diſpoſed to 

5 obey the call of the Lord your God, let me adviſe 

you, and even entreat you not to conſult with fleſh 

and blood, or be ſwayed by friends, relations, or 

benefactors, but with a ſingle eye to pleaſe the 

God of your ſalvation, Chriſt Jeſus, and with a 

whole heart, leave the world, come out from 

among them, and no more touch the unclean 

thing, and he will receive you: Dedicate your- 

ſelves intirely to him, who loves you more than 

a parent his only child, and depart out of the 

Egyptian eſtate, into which all fleſh are fallen; and 

| without reflecting on, or railing at others who ſtay 

| ; behind, take up your daily croſs, and, at all events 
| and hazards, follow the Lamb. 


Do not dream, after you have done this, that 
your felf-denial, your recluſe life, your forſaking 
the world, or abſtemious behaviour, with your other 
pious and religious deeds, ſhall buy you heaven, 
or merit the favour of the Holy One. You are 
beloved freely. It is his nature to love ahd pity 
poor ſouls, His delfyht is in_mercy, he waits to 
be gracious, and therefore it would be a ſort of 
ſpiritual theft and robbery to aſcribe, in the leaſt 
degree, our ſafety, or future or preſent happineſs, 
to our own goodneſs or obedience, All this 1s 
his free gift, and which he beſtows willingly on 
all who ſeek it. All our Saviour calls vou to, or 
- alks of you, is to leave the world, to come out of 

, . their 
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their noiſe and hurry, to lay down the weights, 
which have hindered ye to run the ſpiritual race, 

and break off the bonds of the cuſtoms and faſhions 
of a ſinful generation, and retire to enjoy the li- 
berty of the children-of God, who accompany him, 
and who fit down at his feet and learn of him, 
who inſure to themſelves a part and intereſt in his 
favour and love, and whoſe title to the king- 


dom purchaſed with his precious blood, is clear 


and ſure, 


It is a glorious and bleſſed privilege to be re- 
leaſed from the lying vanities of men, and to be 
diſengaged from their inconſtant friendſhip. 


Is a child of God anointed to preach the goſs 
pel to the poor? Is he a miniſter of Jeſus, a ſer- 
vant of the ſanQtuary? let him wait on his of- 
fice faithfully, but let him be aware of the rich 
and the great, for few of them chooſe to be th 
Lord's: Their promiſes, preferments and threat- 
nings, he muſt value alike, ſeeking only, if poſſible, 
to obſerve. who among them are not. aſhamed of 
Jeſus Chriſt, but would fain be ſaved ; ſuch he muſt 
attend and labour with, without any view of re- 
ward or recompence, till the reſurrection of the 
juſt ; but his chief blefling and fruit will be 


among the common people, ſuch heard our Lord 


gladly, and ſuch as the reſt of mankind deem 
poor fools, and weak, are the precious treaſure of 


the church. Let the miniſter then only ſeek ta 


pleaſe our Saviour, who is his Biſhop and Conſti- 
tuent alone; let him keep clear from the blood of 
all men, and if he cannot win them by a Joving, 
laborious, and ſervant-like behaviour, and if the 

gracious 


( 14 ] 
gracious words of Chriſt and his apoſtles do not 
prevail, let him not be bribed to prophecy ſmooth 
things, nor be over-awed to forbear to declare 
the whole counſel of God, Let his eye be on the 
ſtrict account be muſt one day make, and while 
he remembers, with trembling, that the ſouls 
have been purchaſed with the Lord's own blood, and 
is thereby induced and conſtrained to preach and 
labour in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon to gain them 
over to the Saviour, whoſe wandered ſheep they are; 
let him on the other hand know, that by no art or 
cunning this may be effected, but in true ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity he muſt prevail and be ſuc- 
ceſsful, only by having his Mafter's preſence and 
blefling with him; and toequivocate, or diſſemble, 
or cry peace when there is no peace, would be 
cowardly to ſhun the reproach of the croſs, and 
make his labour of no effect, it would riſque his 
Joy, and the preſent peace of his heart, grieve the 
Holy Spirit, and tempt the Lord, who hiceth him- 
ſelf, to leave him in a cloud, or, as it is ſaid in 
Jeremiah, to confound him before them. 


That miniſter who is wiſe, wiſhes only to be 
honourable in the eyes of the Lord, and to finiſh 
his courſe comfortably ; if he can but die in fa- 
vour with his Maſter, and behold him ſmiling to 
receive him to his ſabbath, if he can but ſay, in his 
laſt hours, I have fought the good fight, | have 
fhniſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith, and 
feel within the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
and the love of God ſhed abroad by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
he ſeeks no more, he has gained his Saviour's aim, 
and ſhall bleſs the day he ever was born, 


x | But 
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But are ye private chriſtians, and not called to 
be prophets, but eaſed, and ſpared, and excuſed 


from ſuch burdens? then let not your heads be 


filled with reaſoning, ſeek not to be wiſe and full 
of words, but firſt and chiefly ſeek to be aſſured 
of your election in Chriſt, leave no ſtone unturned 
to make it certain that he has choſen you out of 
the world, Or, is it gone thus far with you? O 
then happy, happy, happy folk, whoever you are ! 
leap for joy when you are flandered unjuſtly for 
his ſake, or for the ſake of the goſpel; but take 
care that ye are not b:amed deſervedly, for this 
would be a ſcandal to your holy profeſſion. W hat- 
ever is of good report, viz. induſtry, honeſty, 
gentleneſs, lowlineſs, a willingneſs to help any 
one to the utmoſt of your power, rather ſuffering 
want than be indebted, or ſuſpected on ſuch ac- 
counts, glad to live plain in diet, and houſe, and 
cloaths, for the Son of man's fake, and Jabouring 
with your own hands to relieve neceflitous perſons, 
this is pleaſing in the eyes of our Redeemer ; but 
if men will deſpiſe you becauſe you believe Jeſus 
is your Lord God, becauſe you pray to him, or 
becauſe you adore him. incarnate, or that you will 
allow of no real or true righteouſneſs but his, nor 
will acknowledge any ſafety but in his wounds 
and under his croſs; if, becauſe you will know 
nothing, praiſe nothing, exalt nothing but the 
crucified Jeſus, do not be diſmayed; and ſhould it 


happen that you ſhould be hard beſet with reaſon- 


ing men, diſputing and jangling perſons, abide in 
your heart low at the ſeet of Jeſus, let your an- 
wers be few, and always, It is written. Are you 
uſed cruelly? look to him who bore the con- 
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tradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf. Are you 


treated unjuſtly ? commit. your cauſe to him who 


« judgeth righteoufly, Are you reviled? O! I pray 
vou, learn of Jeſus, to be meek and, lowly, and 
revile not again, Do you loſe much ? It ſhall be 
reſtored to you again above. Are you brought to 
the bar, or before magiſtrates? Value it not, 
Jeſus was there before you, and remember the good 
confeſſion he witneſſed, when he was acjured b 
the high prieſt to anſwer, and which he alſo made 
before Pontius Pilate. Abide thereby, and know 
no other Lord, no other righteouſneſs, no other 
good, accept no help, or right, but from him; 
and be faithful and true to him; ſo he will keep 
you in peace, which the world cannot give, and 

is joy ſhall be fulfilled in you. Should it lie in 
your power to revenge the injuſtice or injury done 
to you; for the Lord's ſake do not touch it with 
the leaſt of your fingers; but if your countrymen, 
or friends, or brother repent, forgive them ; and 
if your enermes fall bound into your hands, for- 
give and looſe them; if they hunger, feed them 
and fo bear with them, and all who are againſt you 
for your religion's ſake, as Jeſus bore with you in 
the ſtate of your enmity, 


Above all, be not ſhy or afraid of ſufferings, or 
ſhame for Chriſt's fake, Our Beloved has told us 
how it will go with us, if we are his, that the 
world will hate us, that we ſhall be caſt out for 
his ſake, and our names be reproached on his ac- 
count: but fince ſo the prophets were treated, and 
fince they have called the Maſter of the houſe, a 
Samaritan, (which, at that time, meant heretic) 
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a devil, 4 madman, a Belzebub, let us not. mind 
it, if they thus call the children of his houſhold. 
Do not, let it not grieve us too much, or afflict us 
too deeply, to be ſhunned, diſowned, and lighted, 
or Even to be wholly forſaken of friends and dear 
acquaintahces ; we only tread the ſteps of the 
believers in all ages; it is the highway wherein 
they walked who follow the Lamb, and are now 
entered their glory. Only let us cheriſh the bleſ- 
ſed mqments of intercourſe with our Saviour; let 
us live with him, and continually be buſy in pleaſ- 
ing him; let us be ſtil] and at peace in our hearts, 
through the witneſs of his Spirit, that he has for- 
given us, and waſhed us in his own blood from all 
our fins; and by an uninterrupted communion 
and fellowſhip' with him, we ſhall, without fear 
or amazement, be called home, and get out of 
the reach of every danger, ſhame, and miſery. 
Now our firſt buſineſs is to know Jeſus has ſuffered 
without Jeruſalem, he has been deemed unworthy 
to live, and dragged out of their gates, loaded with 
fins innumerable, and with the curſe and wrath 
of all his people; let us go after him; let us 
be the delpiſed diſciples of this dear and deſpiſed 
Lord. Let our lives be a pilgrimage to Calvary, 
and let our eyes and hearts be faſtened on him till 
it can be felt within we are his redeemed- ones, and 
till our eyes ſo often red with weeping, and our 
hearts tender with feeling our ſin and his dying and 
divine love, ſhew to ahgels and men we have been 
with Jeſus, | 


We have hitherto been like ſoldiers, who have 
reſted at eaſe in the tent while our Captain ſuf- 
fers in the field. Indeed we cannot help, he has 
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borne the heat of the battle, and has conquered ; 
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but he gives us the honour to ſhare his ſhame, and 
the prize, Let us then go out of the camp to him, 
bearing his reproach ;z let our ſongs of triumph be 
his dying on the tree, and our whole religion to 
love and live to him who endured the croſs and 
deſpiſed the ſhame for our ſakes. To him be evyer- 
laſting praiſe and glory, Amen, 


